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Ben has a general commercial law practice with a focus on disputes, including class
actions, involving corporations, contract, construction, insurance, restitution and trade
practices law. Ben practises in Melbourne and Sydney.

Ben has appeared (led and unled) in trials in the Federal Court, the Victorian Supreme
Court, the NSW Supreme Court and the lower state courts and tribunals. He has also
been briefed to provide written advice on a range of matters relating to corporate and
commercial law.

Ben is currently ranked as a leading commercial disputes junior counsel in The Legal 500
Asia Pacific - Australia Bar.

Prior to joining the Bar, Ben practised as a commercial litigator with Linklaters in London

(2011-2013) and with Allens in Melbourne (2007-2011). Ben was an associate to Justice
Sundberg of the Federal Court (2009-2010).

Areas of practice

e Arbitration e Contracts

e Banking e Corporations Law

e Class Actions e Equity

e Construction e Insurance

e Consumer Law e Regulatory
Education

2018 - ongoing LLM (part completed)
Melbourne University

2001 - 2006 Bachelor of Laws (Hons) / Bachelor of Business Systems
Monash University
2000 VCE
Melbourne High School (selective entry high school)
Admission
February 2023 Member of Eight Selborne Chambers (Sydney)

September 2013 Bar Roll (Victoria). Member of List G Barristers (Melbourne)

April 2008 Admitted to the Supreme Court of Victoria


mailto:bryde@eightselborne.com.au

Professional experience prior to the bar

Jul 2011-Aug 2013 Litigation Associate, Linklaters (London)
Feb 2007-Jun 2011 Lawyer (Litigation department), Allens (Melbourne)

Jul 2009-Aug 2010 Associate to Justice Sundberg at Federal Court (Melbourne)

Bar - recent key cases

Acting for Alexander Waislitz in Victorian Supreme Court proceedings concerning control
of discretionary family trust (led by Jeremy Stoljar SC and with Alex Lee). Ongoing.

Acting for UBS AG in Federal Court (Sydney) proceedings seeking to set aside subpoena
(led by Michael I1zzo SC). Ongoing.

Acting for plaintiff in Federal Court (Sydney) proceedings against a listed mining
company alleging breach of contract, misleading and deceptive conduct and
unconscionable conduct. Ongoing.

Acting for app developers and app users in Federal Court (Melbourne) proceedings
against Apple and Google alleging anticompetitive and unconscionable conduct (led by
Tony Bannon SC and Nick De Young KC). Ongoing.

Acting for shareholder plaintiff in Federal Court (Sydney) proceedings alleging statutory
and fiduciary duties by company. Concerns construction and mining. Ongoing.

Acting for party in Australian proceedings (Victorian Supreme Court) and NZ High Court
proceedings concerning alleged breach of contract, misleading and deceptive conduct,
estoppel and restitution; jurisdictional issues pursuant to Trans-Tasman Act. Internet
Business Systems Australia Pty Ltd v Heartland Bank. Concerns banking and technology.
Ongoing.

Acting for CIMIC Group in Federal Court (Melbourne) representative proceedings issued
against it by Miciulis Superannuation Fund (Phi Finney McDonald) for alleged breaches
concerning disclosure of cash flow information and investments in the Middle East (led
by Jeremy Stoljar SC). Concerns construction industry and accounting. Miciulis v CIMIC
Group Ltd [2025] FCA 307 (settlement approval).

Acting for defendant in NSW Supreme Court concerning alleged breach of fiduciary
duties.

Acting for third party in NSW District Court proceedings concerning discovery/subpoena.
Concerns investment banking. .

Acting for contradictor in proceedings concerning administration of FTX.com
cryptocurrency platform. In the matter of FTX Australia Pty Ltd and FTX Express Pty Ltd
(both admin appointed) [2023] VSC 788.

Acting for defendants in proceedings concerning alleged breach of contract and breach of
confidence in relation to a proposed M&A transaction; Tribe Brewing Pty Ltd v Young
Henrys Brewing Company Pty Ltd & Anor.

Acting for company in VSC and VSCA proceedings defending a claim arising from alleged
guarantee of a capital raising (led by Philip Crutchfield KC). Pacreef Investments Pty Ltd
v Pacific Biotechnologies Ltd (2022) 65 VR 405 (first instance decision); [2022] VSC 111
(costs/interest); [2023] VSCA 291 (Court of Appeal decision); [2024] HCASL 102
(Application for special leave refused).



Acting for company in NSWSC AND NSWCA proceedings seeking indemnity against
various insurers (led by Michael Jones SC). CIMIC Group Ltd v AIG Group Ltd [2022]
NSWSC 999 (trial decision); [2021] NSWSC 1338 (discovery and subpoenas); [2022]
NSWSC 93 (costs of motions). Appeal ongoing.

Acting for former partner of accounting group in various VSC proceedings concerning
allegations of breach of duties by another partner: Chickabo Pty Ltd & Ors v Zphere &
Ors [2019] 57 VR 406, related proceedings: [2019] VSC 580 and [2020] VSC 556
(unled).

Acting for a construction company in an arbitration concerning a dispute about costs
arising from contaminated soil and interference with surrounding infrastructure.
Ongoing.

Acting for company in VSC proceedings defending allegations of contractual and
equitable obligations of confidence in a sale of business process (Unled).

Acting for a company in a proceeding in the WA Supreme Court alleging breaches of
contract and the consumer law.

Acting for companies associated with Simon Pitard and the Steller Construction Group in
various VSC proceedings concerning security deeds, trust property and trustees' rights
of indemnity: Pitard Consortium Pty Ltd v Les Denny Pty Ltd & Ors (2019) 58 VR 524,
[2019] VSC 640; related proceedings: Pitard v One Managed Investment Funds Ltd
[2020] VSC 666 (led by David Collins KC).

Acting for company seeking indemnity in Supreme Court proceeding against various
insurers (led by Matt Collins KC and Justin Graham KC).

Acting for CIMIC Group in Federal Court representative proceedings issued against it for
alleged breaches concerning foreign bribery (Maurice Blackburn acting for applicant) (led
by Charles Scerri QC and Jeremy Stoljar SC). Inabu Pty Ltd atf Alidas Superannuation
Fund v CIMIC Group Ltd [2019] FCA 1480.

Acting for minority shareholder alleging oppression and seeking interlocutory and final
relief in the Supreme Court to prevent board resolution declaring a preferential dividend
(led by Bernie Quinn KC).

Acting for purchaser in VSC proceedings alleging misleading and deceptive conduct in
sale of business (led by Matt Collins KC and Stephen Parmenter KC).

Acting for an industry superannuation fund in the Royal Commission into Misconduct in
the Banking, Superannuation and Financial Services Industry in 2018.



